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press release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

SMITHSONIAN BECOMES REPEAT CUSTOMER WITH 

GLOBAL IMMERSION DOME UPGRADE 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

West Sussex, UK --- January 4, 2010 --- The Lelawi Theater at the National Museum for the American Indian 

(NMAI) in Washington DC, USA, has reopened following the upgrade of the fulldome display system by Global 

Immersion. The theater underwent the renovation in November 2009 which included integration of a new four-

channel digital projection and server solution; producing sharper, brighter and more dazzling results. 

 

The Lelawi (from Delaware word meaning ‘in the middle’) Theater 

is one of the feature attractions at the NMAI – one of the many 

U.S. National Museums managed by the Smithsonian Institution 

and a facility dedicated to the life, language, literature and arts of 

Native American people. Since opening in 2004, the 120-seat 

circular theater has immersed visitors in an exclusive 13-minute 

presentation titled ‘Who We Are’. This production was designed 

to portray the vibrancy and diversity of contemporary Native life – 

exploring the organic bond between communities and their land, 

religion, traditional knowledge, government and expression.  

 

The 12-meter diameter theater recreates the traditional camp-fire, native folklore scene – featuring a concentric design with 

tiered bench seating located around three display systems. The digital fulldome configuration allows the audience to view the 

‘sky’ above, while a central ‘camp-fire’ is simulated using a video projector positioned below the floor onto a screen 

representing the flaming fire around which Native Americans would tell stories. This digital ‘fire-pit’ is surrounded by four 

smaller screens in the center of the theater which display accompanying show content. High visitor numbers, increasing 

maintenance costs and scheduled continuation of the ‘Who We Are’ show programme until 2014 identified the need for a 

technology refresh. 

 

Global Immersion upgraded the seven existing projectors with a four-channel Fidelity Bright™ DLP™ system – substantially 

increasing brightness and quality of the display, yet significantly reducing the ongoing cost of ownership. A playback server 

was also integrated to feed the correct resolution to the display, and to house the new Remote Diagnostic capability – 

promising a reliable and serviceable system for the future. Global Immersion also integrated the new electronics to the 

existing audio and control systems and will continue to service the facility.  

 

Alan Caskey, Sales Director at Global Immersion explained “After the theater’s five years of heavy-duty operation, we were 

contracted to refresh the electronics following deterioration of the display and the ageing technology’s increasing 
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continued... 

maintenance costs. The upgraded system design reduced the number of integrated hardware components and has 

provided a significantly more robust and cost-effective experience.”  

 

The original digital theater system was designed and developed by the Global Immersion team when the company was a 

division of SEOS (now Rockwell Collins).  

 
 

#######    END    ####### 
 
 
 

About the National Museum of the American Indian  

The National Museum of the American Indian is the sixteenth museum of the Smithsonian Institution. It is the first national 

museum dedicated to the preservation, study, and exhibition of the life, languages, literature, history, and arts of Native 

Americans. Established by an act of Congress in 1989, the museum works in collaboration with the Native peoples of the 

Western Hemisphere to protect and foster their cultures by reaffirming traditions and beliefs, encouraging contemporary 

artistic expression, and empowering the Indian voice. 

About Global Immersion 
Global Immersion is an award-winning organization, dedicated to the unique and innovative medium of immersive theater.  

With over ten years experience in the world of fulldome displays and scientific data visualization, Global Immersion combines 

a broad range of proven technologies to create enthralling and exciting immersive theater. As a full-service team, they pull 

together exceptional theater design, advanced projection technologies, content production, user-friendly controls and 

advanced audio & lighting – all on a digital infrastructure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS ENQUIRIES: 

Beth Nicholas, Marketing Manager: beth.nicholas@globalimmersion.com | 0203 004 6541 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DLP is a trademark of Texas Instruments 

Fidelity Bright is a trademark of Global Immersion Ltd 
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